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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
 

Ai-Media Launches Capital Raising  
To Fund Growth 

 
 
16 November 2010 

 

 
 Focus on Commercialising Ai-Live™  
 Improving Access to Education and Employment for People who 

are Deaf or Hearing Impaired 
 Strengthened Leadership Team 

 

 
Disability services innovator Ai-Media today announced an A$8m capital raising to fund the 
growth and development of its proven Ai-Live™ technology that delivers better access to 
education and employment for people who are deaf or who have difficulty hearing.  

 

Ai-Media’s Chairman John Martin said key markets for Ai-Live™, which delivers real-time 
word-accurate text to any web-enabled device, were mainstream schools, universities and 
workplaces.  
 

“Since the Ai-Live™ solution was showcased on the ABC’s The New Inventors program in 
June this year, we have been contacted by hundreds of people interested to learn more about 
using the solution”, Mr Martin said, “Ai-Media is an Australian commercially-focused social 
enterprise.  We are looking for investors who share our commitment to providing access to 
education and employment for people with disability in a sustainable way using market-based 
strategies.” 
 

Since 2004 Ai-Media has been delivering captioning on the FOXTEL and AUSTAR platforms 
to assist Australians with deafness or hearing impairment enjoy television. 
 

Ai-Media’s co-founder and CEO Tony Abrahams said: “Ai-Media is focused on providing 
affordable, effective and scalable access solutions.  While television captioning remains a 
significant part of our business, the launch of Ai-Live™ facilitates effective inclusion for people 
who are deaf or hearing impaired in education and in the workplace.  We have proven Ai-
Live™ works in preliminary pilots in schools, universities and workplaces, and look forward to 
making it more widely available in coming years.” 
  
“This is the first time we have sought to raise external equity capital to fund our business”. 
 

Mr Abrahams said Ai-Live™ is effective using existing broadband technology. He said a 
National Broadband Network would open even greater potential for Ai-Live™ and other future 
innovations for people with disability.  
 

Ai-Media last week announced a range of Senior Executive and Board appointments to help 
lead the company’s next phase of development. 
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The new members of the Ai-Media team include: 
 

 John Martin - Non-executive Chairman 
 Deanne Weir - Non-executive Director  
 Murray McInnes - Chief Financial Officer  
 Stephen Baldwin - Director of Business  
 Tony Scanlan - Chief Operating Officer (commencing December 2010). 

 

Further information: Tony Abrahams, Ai-Media CEO, 0405 369 652; 02 9813 6780 
www.ai-media.tv | www.ai-live.com | twitter @AccessInclusion | Facebook: AccessInclusion 
 
 

Ai-Media: 
 

Ai-Media was founded as a social enterprise dedicated to ending the experience of social, 
educational and vocational exclusion that people with disability face. Today, the company has 
50 employees and is located at the FOXTEL campus at Macquarie Park. Ai-Media provides 
award winning pre-recorded and live captioning for over 35 channels on Australia’s 
subscription television services. 
 

The company provides: 

 Pre-recorded captioning and subtitling for television, online and corporate 

presentations 

 Live captioning using respeaking and steno methodologies for broadcast, conference, 

meetings, online and mobile 

 Transcripts 

 

Ai-Media introduced large-scale cost-effective captioning to subscription television in 2004 – a 
service that has now grown to deliver over 160,000 hours across 45 channels annually. Ai-
Media clients have won an unprecedented 21 Captioning Awards over the last 5 years. 
 
Ai-Live™ 
 

 Ai-Live™ is a broadband-based captioning service that was commenced to help deaf 
and hearing impaired students. Ai-Media has used its expertise in live captioning and 
“re-speaking” technology to develop Ai-Live™, which was an Episode Winner, 
People’s Choice Winner and Season Finalist on the ABC’s New Inventors 2010 
series. Ai-Live™ has a patent pending (PCT) relating to its method of streaming and 
updating a text string to a web browser.  

 

 Ai-Live™ was proved through a pilot program with the NSW Department of 
Education and Training and NSW high school students from 2006-10.  Ai-
Media has received strong interest from students, governments, education 
departments, teachers, principals, parents, schools, TAFEs and universities 
to participate in the national rollout of Ai-Live™. 

 

 Ai-Live™ delivers live captioning into classrooms via a laptop and broadband 
technology so that students with hearing impairment can easily follow any 
teacher’s lessons in mainstream classes.  Ai-Live™ can also be applied in 
University and TAFE institutions, and the workplace to assist people with 
impaired hearing gain better access to higher education and work 
opportunities.  Ai-Live™ also has application in hospitals, courts and 
government; as well as in international markets. 

 

 Recent workplace field trials of Ai-Live™ covering face-to-face meetings and 
teleconferences have proved successful and Ai-Live™ gained accreditation, 
in August 2010, as the first live captioning service available through the 
Federal Government’s Job Access Employment Assistance Fund.    

 

http://www.ai-media.tv/
http://www.ai-live.com/
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